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These photographswere taken at Horoka Tomamu Montane Forest, Hokkaido, Japan, in
September 2016 and October 2018 during vegetation survey work commissioned by the
Horoka Tomamu Montane Forest biodiversity conservation project (www.horoka.org).
They are presented here to show what the commonest plant species at Horoka Tomamu
look like (at least, in autumn) in the hope that the names of speci es in my survey

report (downloadable from www.horoka.org)can be &édbrought to | ifeb®.

photos and short notes will also encourage people to look at the plants in forests
anywhere in Hokkaido. These photos also include some other species that are not very
common here. In total t hey show almost all of the tree and shrub species that | have
found here (photos missing for two cherry species only ), as well as all three
climbers/vines, all three clubmosses, 75%of t he ferns, about 50%of the grasses,
sedges, herbsand liverworts, over 70%of the mosses and a few lichens (lichens not yet
surveyed here). As ny visits to Horoka Tomamu were in the months of September and
October, the flowering of vascular plant species was mostly over and flowers are not
seen in most of these photos. However, the photos do show other identification

features such as growth form, leaf shape and leaf colour: these can be just as beautiful
as the flowers. The mosses and liverworts look much the same all year round and of
course are always beautiful, al though those on the ground, logs and tree bases are
hidden beneath snow all winter.

The photographs are presented in the following order:

Trees (broadleaved species first, followed by conifers )
Shrubs

Woody dimbers
Grasses

Sedges

Clubmosses

Ferns

Other vascular plants
Mosses

Liverworts

Lichens
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Within each of the above groups the photos are ordered alphabetically by the Latin
names of the species. The scale barsin the photos are only approximate, just to give
some idea of the sizes of plants. Almost all of these photos were taken at Horoka
Tomamu, but | have also added a very few taken elsewhere in Hokkaido to show certain
species that | have found at Horoka Tomamu but not photographed there , and, for
various reasons, a few photos of species found commonly on Hokkaido but not seen
at Horoka Tomamu.
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TREES

Acer caudatum o e ' P 5 Ukurundu maple

A shrub/small tree found at Horoka Tomamu in small quantity. The leaves have a
wrinkled texture and their 5-7 lobes are cut to less than half way down to the leaf

base. Although rather understated in appearance compared with trees tha t are taller or
with bigger or more bizarrely -shaped leaves, its red autumn leaf colour rivals that of

the acclaimed A. japonicum and A. palmatum : just as strong, but in a more subtle way.

Horoka Tomamu Montane Forest, Hokkaido, 09/2016

Horoka Tomamu Montane Forest, Hokkaido, 10/2018



Acer japonicum © =m=® 4 © 44 downy Japanese maple; fullmoon maple

This small tree is common here, especially on the higher ground. It has the most leaf
lobes of any maple in this forest: 9 per leaf. The leaves turn bright red in autumn . Most
of the bright est red trees dotte d among the autumn forest s in this part of Hokkaido are
of this species, but some A. japonicum leaves turn pale orange instead. The fruits, as in
al | mapl es, are winged 06Kk ehosdinfaitseseehinset ¢ a |
photo.

Horoka Tomamu Montane Forest, Hokkaido, 10/2018
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Acer palmatum == t:z F © Japanese maple

This small tree resembles A. japonicum in its size and red autumn leaf colour, but the
leaves have 7 deeply cut lobes (9 shallower lobes in A. japonicum) and the little teeth
around the edges of the lobes are smaller than in A. japonicum. | s h o ueblly telb t
you this, but | actually overlooked this species while | was at Horoka Tomamu. |
discovered its presence later when looking through my photos, some of which show the
characteristic leaves on a few trees and also (fallen) ont he ground. Did | overlook any
other 6 n e spécies here, and if so, what? The answer is, obviously, 01 dondt knowo.

.

Horoka Tomamu Montane Forest, Hokkaido, 10/2018



Acer pictum =m2” O <44 painted maple

This is by far the commonest maple here, and is indeed one of the commonest tree
species at this site. It grows into a tall tree and its leaves are distinct in having 5 lobes
with smooth (untoothed) edges andsharply pointed tips. In autumn the leaves turn
yellow to yellowish -orange (or, on some trees, a slightly reddish orange, but not as red
as in the other three maples at this site ). The inset photo shows the winged fruits.

Horoka Tomamu Montane Forest, Hokkaido, 10/2018



